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NOTICE OF IMPENDING APPROVAL 
BUILDING A AND B RENOVATION AT WESTSIDE RESEARCH PARK 

 
Notice is hereby given that the University of California Santa Cruz (UCSC) intends to consider approving 
the Building A and B renovation project at Westside Research Park (WRP). Project approval is expected 
to occur no earlier than September 22, 2023.  
 
UCSC proposes renovation of Buildings A and B at WRP. The renovation of approximately 32,719 
assignable square feet in Buildings A and B is proposed to meet the contemporary academic research 
requirements and includes renovation to the following: the lobby (Room A0100), the south half of the 
office spaces to the west of the lobby (Room A0150), and the servery (Room B0190). Updates to the 
HVAC, plumbing, fire sprinklers, electrical, telecommunications, security systems, fire alarm systems and 
audio-visual systems would also occur. The capacity of the buildings would not increase under the 
project.  In addition to interior renovations to Buildings A and B, the project includes installation of a 
new air handling unit (AHU) that would be approximately 360 square feet and located on a new 
equipment pad within an existing paved area at the western side of the exterior of the building with 
continuous fencing around the AHU.  
 
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and University procedures for the 
implementation of CEQA, the proposed project was determined to be categorically exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Class 1, Existing Facilities.  
 
 The following environmental documents are attached to this notice:  

• Environmental Impact Classification (EIC) form 
• Notice of Exemption (Draft – not yet filed) 
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DRAFT 
 
Notice of Exemption             Appendix E 
 
To:  Office of Planning and Research  From:   University of California Santa Cruz  
   P.O. Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 113       Physical & Env. Planning Services 
   Sacramento, CA 95812-3044       1156 High Street 
  County Clerk, County of ________       Santa Cruz, California 95064 
 
Project Title: Westside Research Park Building A and B Renovations  
Project Applicant: University of California Santa Cruz 
Project Location – Specific: 2300 Delaware Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

Project Location – City: Santa Cruz Project Location – County: Santa Cruz  
Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:  
University of California Santa Cruz proposes renovation of Buildings A and B at Westside Research Park 
(WRP). The renovation of approximately 32,719 assignable square feet in Buildings A and B is proposed to 
meet the contemporary academic research requirements and includes renovation to the following: the 
lobby (Room A0100), the south half of the office spaces to the west of the lobby (Room A0150), and the 
servery (Room B0190). Updates to the HVAC, plumbing, fire sprinklers, electrical, telecommunications, 
security systems, fire alarm systems and audio-visual systems would also occur. The capacity of the 
buildings would not increase under the project.  In addition to interior renovations to Buildings A and B, the 
project includes installation of a new air handling unit (AHU) that would be approximately 360 square feet 
and located on a new equipment pad within an existing paved area at the western side of the exterior of 
the building with continuous fencing around the AHU. 
 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project: University of California Santa Cruz 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: University of California Santa Cruz  
Exempt Status (check one):  
 

  Ministerial (Sec. 21080 (b)(1); 15268); 
  Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a); 
  Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b) (c)); 

    Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Section 15301, Class 1: Existing 
Facilities  
  Statutory Exemptions. State code number: 20180.35 
  General Exemption (Sec. 15061(b)(3)). 

 
Reason why project is exempt:  
The project is categorically exempt from CEQA under Class 1, Existing Facilities because it involves the 
renovation of existing buildings in order to meet contemporary academic research requirements, which 
would not involve expansion of an existing use. The project would not result in the disturbance of 
hazardous materials, damage scenic resources, result in a significant adverse change to a historical 
resource, and would not result in significant cumulative impacts. Therefore, none of the exceptions to this 
exemption apply. 
 
Lead Agency Contact Person:   
Erika Carpenter, Senior Environmental Planner 

Area Code/Telephone/Extension:(831) 212-0187 
 

 
If filed by applicant:  
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.  
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes  No 
 
 
Signature:____________________  Date:_______________ Title:  
 
 Signed by Lead Agency 
 

   Signed by Applicant 
 

 
Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Date received for filing at 
OPR:_________________ 
 

 


