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7.2.4 Overlooks

Overlook A

Overlook A is a new overlook to be developed adjacent to the Seymour Marine Discovery Center
(see also Figure 9.1). This overlook will permit viewing of the seasonal wetland (Wetland W5) to the

northeast.

This overlook area, just north of the parking lot of the Seymour Marine Discovery Center, would
provide two slightly raised viewing platforms in a native shrub screen that would surround a level
mulched pad with picnic tables. This area is connected to the public access pathway that leads around
the outside of the parking lot and thus would setve as a stopping/obsetvation point for pedesttians
using the public pathway, as well as for school groups and other visitors to the Seymour Center. A
panel at each of the two platforms would interpret the natural aspects of the seasonal pond to the

north and northeast along with other visible features the landscape. Please refer to Figure 7.9.

The two wooden viewing platforms would be two steps above grade (approximately 14 inches) and
would measure approximately eight by four feet surrounded by a railing on three sides. A 6-foot
high vegetation screen of locally selected native shrubs would be planted to contain the area,
discourage foot traffic off of the pad area, and to provide visual and wind screening. Overlook A will

be directly accessible as part of the public access trail system.

Figure 7.9: Overlook “A” Illustrative Plan
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Overlook B

Overlook B is the existing ocean overlook located at the blufftop at the end of McAllister Way that
allows exceptional views of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and the shoreline both up
and down coast (see also Figure 9.1). Many visitors use this site, and its proximity to the Seymour
Discovery Center makes it an ideal overlook. It is fully handicapped accessible and open during
daylight hours. This overlook shall be enhanced to become part of a continuous public access area
extending seaward from the northern edge of the Younger Building and the northern edge of the
whale skeleton at the northwest corner of the Marine Discovery Center (see Figure 7.10). Within this
area, the existing roadway pavement shall be removed and converted to decomposed granite, or
similar pathway material. Spaces along the pathway shall be redeveloped as a primary public access
point with landscaping, benches, picnic tables, interpretive facilities (i.e., for the adjacent research
areas, the seawater system, the ocean, etc.), and other amenities (i.e., telescopes, bike racks, and
recycling, etc.). Limited vehicular access through this area may continue (i.e., parking for University-
owned vehicles only, service access, emergencies, seawater system maintenance, etc.). The area is
intended to look and function as a public access area through an active and working marine research
facility with ample interpretation of various ongoing research activities. Toward this end, the
northetn entry (at the whale skeleton) shall include clear public access and setvice/campus vehicles
only signage and either removable bollards or, if necessary for the vehicles allowed here, bollards
designed to narrow the entry as much as possible while allowing a single lane for authorized vehicle
ingtress and egress. Further, removable bollards shall be placed at the southernmost extent of this
parking area to prevent overflow parking and vehicle access. The public access area shall be
decomposed granite, or similar material, to match the rest of the public trail system. The area shall
include abundant landscaping to screen the access area from buildings and facilities, to define
different activity areas within it (e.g., around interpretive displays, around picnic benches, etc.), to
create meandering edges, and to keep users out of more sensitive areas as needed. The
improvements shall be integrated with existing vegetation and trails fronting the Marine Discovery
Center, including through the redesign of such landscaping and trails as necessary to maximize the
value and function of the public access area overall including its relation to the blufftop trail
extending to the east. The overall intent and objective is to create a user friendly, attractive, and
interactive public access area that can function as a primary public access destination and outdoor
interpretation area related to marine research activities. Figure 7.10 is a conceptual plan showing an
example of how this area might be configured to accomplish the enhancements related to Overlook
B and describes their conceptual framework. The above textual description provides the controlling
parameter for design and implementation of the Overlook B extended public access area

enhancements.

The University would phase the implementation of these improvements as specified in Chapter 9 of
the CLRDP, while maintaining the current access to this area throughout the phased implementation
period, except as precluded by construction activity during short periods of time. Overlook B is and

will be directly accessible as part of the public access trail system.
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Figure 7.10: Overlook “B” Illustrative Plan
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Overlook C

Overlook C is an existing overlook located immediately west of the LML marine mammal pool on
top of the berm (see also Figure 9.1). The California Conservation Corps originally built this
ovetlook as a cooperative project between LML and YLR. It ovetlooks both LML and YLR and
therefore affords opportunities for docent interpretation both of the marine mammal research on the
LML side, and Monterey Bay, front and back beach, seacliff and lower lagoon portions of YLR on
the other side. There are existing interpretive panels on LML dolphin research and improvements to
this overlook will likely be limited to adding new YLR and Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
interpretive panels on the west side of the overlook. Access to this overlook is by docent-guided
tour only through the center of the LML facilities. Public access to Overlook C has and will be
carefully controlled to prevent adverse impacts to the marine mammals, marine mammal research

efforts, and YLR wildlife.
Overlook D

Overlook D is an existing rudimentary overlook located north of the Ocean Health building on the
Younger Lagoon side of the earthen berm that provides a view of the lower part of YLR (see also
Figure 9.1). Presently, the area is accessed by a temporary pedestrian path through a gap in the berm
to the neatly level overlook area, which contains a bench. Improvements to this overlook shall
include construction of an enclosed observation blind to allow observation of the lagoon wildlife
without disturbance, a surfaced access path that meets ADA and drainage criteria for slope and
surface, vegetation screening of the pathway from the lagoon, and interpretive materials at the blind.
The University would phase the implementation of these improvements as specified in Chapter 9 of

the CLRDP, while maintaining the current interpretive docent-guided access to this area throughout
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the phased implementation period, except as precluded by construction activity during short periods
of time. General public access to this overlook would continue via docent-guided tours from the
Seymour Marine Discovery Center. Access for bird or other research observation would remain by

arrangement with the Younger Lagoon Reserve manager. Please refer to Figure 7.11.

The pathway would require light grading to meet ADA slope standatds and runoff/erosion control,
and would include two short sections of low retaining wall where the path passes through the gap in
the earthen berm. The path would be surfaced with cemented decomposed granite. The observation
blind would be of wood-framed construction with shed roof in non-reflective, earth tone colors. The
vegetation screening, some of which is already in place, would consist of native plant materials grown

from on-site stock.
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Figure 7.11: Overlook “D” Illustrative Plan
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Overlook E

Overlook E is a new overlook to be located above the middle section of Younger Lagoon Reserve in
an area near the NOAA Fisheries building and immediately adjacent to McAllister Way: it would be
directly accessible as part of the public access trail system (see also Figure 9.1). This overlook will
provide pedestrians that are walking along this public access route with a view into the lagoon, and
an opportunity to step off the path and linger in the overlook area. An interpretive panel would
introduce the visitor to the significance of protected areas such as Younger Lagoon to coastal
ecology. A minor alteration to the fence line would provide an alcove from which views of the
lagoon are possible to the south toward the beach, west toward the main section of the lagoon and
agricultural fields beyond, and to the northwest up the lagoon's upper arms. Along the fence existing
at the time of CLRDP certification, where neither earthen berm nor vegetation screening was in
place, shade cloth originally acted as a visual screen. Replacement fencing and landscaping in this
area are provided for by this CLRDP. This overlook would be improved by developing a solid fence
and a native plant screen in two tiers: a six-foot high screen of native shrubs along the west side of
the fence (with a break at the overlook to allow through views) to provide screening from McAllister
Way, and a row of cypress trees, which when grown into full tree form would provide a larger scale
screen of the NOAA building to the east (see also fencing and landscape design in Chapter 6). The
location of the fence line in Figure 7.12 is illustrative only. Its actual location and siting is dependent
upon, and must relate to, the location of CLRDP building program elements (including parking

areas) and CLRDP applicable provisions (including protection of public views, protection of
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Younger Lagoon Reserve, etc.). The overlook area would be accommodated within a ten-foot wide
and four-foot deep alcove on the Younger Lagoon side of the fence line. Within this overlook
alcove the solid fencing and vegetation would be limited to four feet in height to provide views over
the top of the fencing/landscaping while minimizing the amount of people movement visual from
the wildlife/lagoon petspective. A firm pedestrian surface (i.e., decomposed granite, tight gravel,
wood platform, etc.) would be provided in the alcove and at its entrance. The interpretive panel

would hang on the fence immediately adjacent to and/ ot within the alcove.

Figure 7.12: Overlook “E” llustrative Plan
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Overlook F

Overlook F is a new blufftop overlook to be established inland of the blufftop edge at the
southeastern corner of the Campus (see also Figure 9.1). This overlook would be sited to be easily
accessed by the public blufftop trail at the promontory in the bluff roughly 100 feet west of the De
Anza Mobile Home Park. Benches and bicycle racks and trash/recycling cans shall be provided. The
overlook shall be oriented so as to best provide panoramic ocean views with as little obstruction as
possible. Low vegetative barriers rather than fencing shall be used to ensure public safety if feasible,
and interpretive signs shall be low key and placed so as not to adversely impact ocean views. The
overlook shall be developed with a decomposed granite main area of approximately 200 square feet
and landscaped with native blufftop species, where the landscaping, decomposed granite, and

amenities are sited and designed to appear as natural as possible (including avoidance of linear forms).

All Ovetlooks

All overlooks shall include CLRDP appropriate signage and interpretive panels that identify the
major natural features that can be observed. All overlooks shall be designed to seamlessly integrate
into the natural site aesthetic. Paths shall be marked appropriately and shall be fully handicap

accessible according to ADA regulations.
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